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1. Non-Technical Summary and Introduction 
 

Introduction 

1.1 This report provides a screening of the Regulation 14 Draft Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Plan against the need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) and Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA).  

What is an SEA? 

1.2 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required under European 

legislation for all plans which may have a significant effect on the environment. 

This particularly relates to plans which allocate development sites, including Local 

Plans and Neighbourhood Plans. An SEA is a mechanism for considering and 

communicating the likely significant effects of a draft Plan, and reasonable 

alternatives, with a view to avoiding and mitigating negative environmental effects 

and maximising the positives. 

 

1.3 The purpose of SEA is to provide a high level of protection of the environment and 

to integrate environmental issues into the preparation and adoption of plans with 

a view to promoting sustainable development.  

 

1.4 Not every plan needs an SEA. To determine whether the neighbourhood plan 

requires an SEA it is necessary to screen the objectives and proposals of the plan 

to determine whether it is likely to result in significant environmental effects. This 

can either be the local authority or the qualifying body (i.e. parish/town council or 

neighbourhood forum). As part of this screening process it is necessary to consult 

the SEA consultation bodies (Historic England, Natural England and the 

Environment Agency) to get their opinion on whether or not the plan is likely to 

result in significant environmental effects and therefore whether an SEA is 

required. 

 

1.5 One of the basic conditions (condition ‘f’) for a neighbourhood plan is that it does 

not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. To meet this 

condition with regard to strategic environmental assessment (SEA), a 

neighbourhood planning group needs to have either  a statement of reasons as to 

why SEA is not required, or, where an SEA is deemed necessary, an 

environmental report (and non-technical summary) which documents the findings 

of the SEA. 

 

1.6 A neighbourhood plan should be screened as soon as there is sufficient 

information available to consider whether the proposed content of the plan or its  
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likely intent (e.g. will it allocate development sites or not) are likely to lead to 

significant effects.  

 

1.7 There are two potential outcomes to this screening: either the plan is not likely to 

result in any significant environmental effects and an SEA is not required, or the 

plan is deemed to be likely to result in significant environmental effects and that 

SEA (scoping report and full report) is required. 

What is HRA? 

1.8 A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a process which looks at the 

potential impact of proposals within a plan on internationally designated wildlife 

sites. For the purpose of the HRA, internationally designated wildlife sites are 

Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and 

Ramsar wetland sites, which together are also known as ‘Natura 2000’ sites1. 

 

1.9 This initial screening stage of the HRA process involves consideration of the 

reasons for designation and the conservation objectives of each internationally 

designated wildlife site within a ‘reasonable’ distance of the particular 

Neighbourhood Plan Area and the potential impact of the proposals within the draft 

neighbourhood plan on these. 

Relevant Ashford Borough Assessments 

1.10 The screenings set out in this report are supported by the Appropriate 

Assessments and screening/scoping exercises previously carried out for the 

current adopted development plans; most recently HRA and SEA/SA work 

undertaken for the Ashford Local Plan 2030, which are published background 

documents. These most recent reports are available here: 

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/local-plan-2030-evidence-base.  

Consultation and Conclusion  

1.11 This report details the screening process undertaken for the Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Plan against the requirements for an SEA and HRA to be 

produced to accompany the pre-submission (Regulation 14) version of the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

                                                            
1 With regard to references to the European sites, the UK has issued legislation concerning such matters 

following the departure of the UK from the European Union. The legislation states that any previous references to 

the European Natura Sites can still remain, but in future they are to be construed as references to the national 

site network. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/579/regulation/4/made 

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/local-plan-2030-evidence-base
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/579/regulation/4/made
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1.12 A copy of the Draft Screening Report was sent on the 23 April 2021 to the three 

statutory consultees, the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural 

England, to obtain their views on its content. Full copies of their responses are 

included in Appendix 2 and summarised below: 

 

Natural England – It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with 

the consultation, that, in so far as our strategic environmental interests 

(including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes and 

protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, there are unlikely to be 

significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.  

Environment Agency – no comments. 

Historic England – the plan is unlikely to have potential for likely significant 

environmental effects within areas of interest to Historic England and, as such, 

we do not consider that it merits the completion of a strategic environmental 

assessment. 

1.13 Historic England also noted, not affecting their conclusion as set out in the 

preceding paragraph, that some of the comments in Table 2 appeared to 

assume that the submission version of the plan will meet the basic conditions, 

which reduce the potential for likely significant environmental effects. As an 

important function of the SEA process is to identify areas where the plan may 

have unintended consequences resulting in environmental effects, and whilst 

the draft neighbourhood plan may contains numerous policies designed to 

protected the environment, this does not mean that other policies might have 

likely significant environmental effects. Table 2 has therefore been amended to 

clarify this point.  

  

1.14 This Screening Report therefore concludes that the proposals in the emerging 

Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan are unlikely to result in significant environmental 

effects and therefore a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 

 

1.15 It also concludes that the implementation of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan 

is unlikely to impact upon Natura 2000 sites and therefore a Habitats Regulations 

Assessment/Appropriate Assessment is not required.  

 

2. The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan Context 
 

2.1 The Town of Tenterden is located in the Borough of Ashford, Kent and is known 

as the 'Jewel of the Weald’. The entire parish makes up the designated 
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neighbourhood area (see Figure 1 overleaf). The parish stands on the edge of the 

remnant forest of the Weald, overlooking the valley of the River Rother.  

 

2.2 In early 2019 Tenterden Town Council announced their decision to develop a 

Neighbourhood Plan in conformity with the Ashford Local Plan that defined a 

coherent and forward‐looking plan for Tenterden. 

 

2.3 The Tenterden NP project is led by a Steering Group which is comprised of local 

residents and town councillors. They have been active over the past 18 months in 

collecting evidence and listening to the public’s views, with exhibitions and 

presentations providing crucial evidence of what people treasure about the parish.  

 

2.4 Evidence gathered by the working groups was followed in October 2020 by a 

Community Vision and Objective Setting event, to further extend the scope of the 

Plan by forecasting the town’s future as a vibrant tourist attraction supporting its 

traditional shops and markets, its cultural and recreational facilities, whilst 

preserving its ‘vernacular integrity’ for new builds. 

 

2.5 A draft Neighbourhood Plan document has been produced to cover the period 

2013 to 2030. This document sets out the draft vision, objectives and policy 

framework for the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan and forms the basis for this 

screening assessment.  

 

3. Tenterden Now 
 

3.1 Tenterden is the second largest town in the borough of Ashford. Deep in the heart 

of the Weald of Kent, Tenterden has a reputation as a scenic country town. With 

its friendly, rural feel, traditional weather-boarded buildings and a High Street so 

attractive it graces many a postcard, it is a popular place for visitors in search of 

some old Kent charm. 

 

3.2 The Town offers a selection of shopping facilities, making the town an important 

destination for a number of smaller towns and villages in the area. It has a busy 

Town Centre which is home to many small boutiques and antique shops, as well 

as craft shops, book shops and various banks, side by side with larger national 

retailers.  

 

3.3 Tenterden is a nodal centre with routes radiating to Rolvenden and Hastings 

(A28), Wittersham and Rye (B2082), Appledore and New Romney (B2080), 

Woodchurch and Hamstreet (B2067) and Ashford and Maidstone (A28/A262). 

Tenterden has very limited public transport links however and has no mainline 
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railway station, with the nearest being Headcorn (9 miles) and Ashford 

International (12 miles). 

 

3.4 The population of Tenterden currently stands at just over 8,000. There has been 

relatively little population and housing growth over the last 10-15 years, despite 

the town being the second largest settlement in Ashford District. 

Figure 1: Tenterden Neighbourhood Area Boundary 

 

 

4. Tenterden Future: A vision to 2030 
 

4.1 By 2030, Tenterden, St Michaels and Smallhythe will be a safe, friendly, healthy 

and socially cohesive community centred in a thriving, culturally-rich market 

town, where people of all ages can enjoy accessible, welcoming and peaceful 

green spaces together with recreation facilities for all ages.   

 

4.2 The high-quality Wealden countryside will be protected and enhanced to 

preserve and sustain the unique environment. This will allow peaceful and 

cohesive open spaces to flow seamlessly between the town and countryside, 

via interconnecting routeways for walking and cycling. 

 

4.3 The parish will continue to provide local employment opportunities and will be a 

vibrant tourist attraction with a pedestrian-safe high street with many traditional 

shops and markets, steam railway and other appealing historic sites.  
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4.4 New developments will be designed to maintain the vernacular integrity and style 

of a historic town, whilst preserving the harmony with the countryside and 

minimal destruction of nature and intrinsic beauty. 

 

4.5 Initiatives extending beyond the Neighbourhood Plan will be considered in order 

to improve air quality, reduce pollution emissions such as CO2 in accordance 

with climate change targets to ensure Tenterden remains green and sustainable. 

 

5. Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan Strategy  

 

5.1 The main aim of the draft NP is to honour Tenterden’s title of the “Jewel of the 

Weld”. The forward‐looking Plan looks to support a friendly, healthy and socially 

cohesive community, protect the highly valued High Weald AONB and the 

landscape character of the wider countryside, protect indigenous wildlife, 

enhance biodiversity, conserve the historic character of the town and continue 

to encourage visitors to Tenterden as a vibrant tourist attraction by identifying: 

 

• Sites with rich biodiversity   

• Valued landscape and views 

• Important Local Green Spaces for statutory protection 

• Interconnecting green routeways 

• Economic needs and opportunities within the parish  

• Initiatives to improve air quality and reduce pollution to  

 

6. Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
 

The draft version of the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan (TNP) (available at 

https://tenterdenneighbourhoodplan.org/wp-content/uploads/TTC-Planning-

Committee-Presentation-201207.pdf) contains the following policies: 

Environment Policies: 

 

At the heart of the Neighbourhood Plan lies a desire to celebrate the natural landscape 

that surrounds Tenterden, and to conserve and protect the green spaces within and 

around the town that are most valued by the community. 

 
Policy TEN NP1 - High Quality Design 

New development to be designed to a high quality which responds to the heritage and 

distinctive landscape character of Tenterden in which it is located and where 

appropriate follows the Design Code and the High Weald AONB Management Plan.   

Policy TEN NP2 – Protection of Landscape Character  

https://tenterdenneighbourhoodplan.org/wp-content/uploads/TTC-Planning-Committee-Presentation-201207.pdf
https://tenterdenneighbourhoodplan.org/wp-content/uploads/TTC-Planning-Committee-Presentation-201207.pdf
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Conserve and enhance the landscape and scenic beauty, tranquillity and dark skies 

of the High Weald AONB and its setting; retain the distinctive landscape features of 

Biddenden and High Halden Farmlands,  Woodchurch Undulating Farmlands and 

Clapper Hill Wooded Farmlands landscape character areas; protect and, where 

possible, enhance ancient woodland;  protect ancient or veteran trees; maintain 

important public views of the surrounding countryside from within, and adjacent to, the 

built-up confines; protect the character of rural lanes which are of historic, landscape 

or nature conservation value; ensure development is designed to a high quality in 

accordance with the Tenterden Design Code. 

Policy TEN NP3 – Protection of Local Green Space 

Do not permit development on designated sites (see Figure 2) unless it can clearly be 

demonstrated that the development would not be in conflict with retaining the open 

green character of the site as a whole and the landscape, historic, ecological and 

recreational value of the designated space.  
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Figure 2. Site of interest  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 14 sites considered to be designated are: 

A - Coever Orchard 

B - The Dene 

C - Old Knockwood 

D - Limes Land 

E - Turners Field 

F - Coombe (Station) Field 

G - East Cross Gardens 

H - Coombe Lane Cemetery 

I - West Cross Lane Field 

J - Westwell Park 

K - High Street Lawns 

L - Millennium Gardens 
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M – Allotments 

N - Kiln Field and Wood 
 

Policy TEN NP4 – Conserve and Enhance Biodiversity  

Conserve the biodiversity of the parish with particular reference to Local Wildlife Sites, 

protected species and ecological networks (including tree belts, hedgerows, verges 

and ditches) and enhance biodiversity through net biodiversity gains associated with 

development and, where possible, within Biodiversity Opportunity Areas. 

Policy TEN NP5 - Tenterden and St Michael’s Conservation Areas and their 

setting 

Ensure development is designed to a high quality and preserves and enhances the 

character of the conservation area and its setting; retains those buildings and other 

features, including trees, which make a significant contribution to the character of the 

conservation area; protects Local Green Spaces and other open spaces and Important 

Public Views important to the character and setting of the area; maintains twittens and 

carefully incorporates them into new development. 

 

Shop Fronts and Advertisement  

Shop fronts form an important element in the street scene, both individually and in 

terms of their collective impact. The commercial character of the village high street 

should be maintained with well‐designed shop fronts and low key advertisements. 

 

• Traditional shop fronts should be retained as an integral part of the character 

of a building and the Conservation Area. 

• Where replacement is allowed, the design should respect not only the building 

but also the overall character of the Conservation Area. 

 

• All elements of the shop front are important including the shop width, the depth 

of stall riser and fascia and signage. 

 

• Standard corporate images may need to be adapted to meet particular 

circumstances and to respect the character of the building and the 

Conservation Area. 

 

• Advertising within the Conservation Area is generally restrained. Excessive 

advertising defeats its own objective by creating a clutter of signs and 

destroying the common asset of an attractive, historic environment. 

 
Policy TEN NP6 - Shop Fronts within Tenterden Conservation Area and its 

setting 
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Permit proposals for new shop fronts, or alterations to existing shop fronts, where the 

proposal would not result in the loss of a traditional shop front or features or uncluttered 

forecourts; would be in sympathy with the architectural style, materials and form of the 

building and surrounding area; would be related to the width of the property and any 

fascia would not be internally illuminated and would be in scale with the overall height 

of the shop front and other elements of the building and would not intrude over the first 

floor level. 

Policy TEN NP7 - Advertisements within Tenterden Conservation Area and its 

setting 

Permit proposals for an advertisement where it would not be obtrusive in appearance, 

cause visual clutter or lead to a proliferation of signs, appear dominant or overbearing 

in the street scene, or cause significant harm to the appearance of any building on 

which it would be displayed because of its siting, size, design, construction or 

materials; the level of illumination should cause no significant harm to residential 

amenity and it should not endanger highway or public safety. 

Policy TEN NP8 - Other Heritage Assets 

Proposals should not lead to substantial harm to, or total loss of, significance of a 

designated heritage asset and should take into account the effect on the significance 

of a non-designated heritage asset and wherever possible seek to protect the asset. 

Housing Policy: 

 

Policy TEN NP9 – Tenterden Southern Extension Phase B and Edge of 

Settlement Design Code 

Development to be in accordance with Design Code which will add further detail to 

Local Plan Policy S24. 

 

Local Economy Policies: 

 

Policy TEN NP10 – Tenterden Town Centre 

Seeks to retain a vibrant mix of uses, including markets, within the defined Town 

Centre; facilitate additional tourist accommodation including a hotel) 

 

Policy TEN NP11 - Retention, intensification and regeneration of existing 

business sites 

Seeks retention, intensification and regeneration of existing business sites subject to 

certain criteria: 
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 Parkgate Centre 

 Pickhill Business Village (Pickhill Business Centre)and Local Plan allocation 

 Leigh Green Industrial Estate 

 Station Road Business Centre  

 

Policy TEN NP12 – Other business uses  

Support for new business workspaces within the built up area of Tenterden or 

associated with the diversification of agricultural, forestry or viticulture) subject to 

certain criteria. 

 

Policy TEN NP13 - Tourist accommodation and tourist attractions 

Permits proposals to convert rural buildings to tourism facilities and attractions; 

expansion of existing tourist attractions subject to certain criteria; cross references 

Policy TEN NP9 – Tenterden Town Centre and seeks retention of tourist 

accommodation and tourist attractions unless sufficient evidence is provided to 

demonstrate that the operation is no longer financially viable despite a genuine and 

sustained attempt to market it on reasonable terms and where there are no other 

realistic proposals for such uses on the site. 

 

Leisure and Wellbeing Policies: 

 

Policy TEN NP14 - Protection of recreation open spaces 

Protection of the following sport and recreation open spaces within the Parish unless 

replacement provision of at least equivalent value to the local community is provided   

• Tenterden Rec  

• St Michael’s Rec 

• Tenterden Cricket Club pitch 

• Smallhythe Road Cricket Club Pitch 

• Homewood School football pitch 

• 3g football pitch, Homewood School 
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Figure 3. Open Spaces 

 

 

 

Policy TEN NP15 – Protect existing PROWs and historic routeways 

Protect the routes and character of existing PROWs and historic routeways. 
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Figure 4. PROW Map 
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Local Infrastructure Policy: 

 

Policy TEN NP16 - Securing Infrastructure  

Any development permitted will be expected to ensure provision of the necessary 

social, physical and green infrastructure needed to support the proposed 

development, and where relevant the infrastructure identified in the Neighbourhood 

Plan below through developer contributions, in a timely manner subject to an 

appropriate assessment of viability:  

• Sustainable transport measures from new development which assist walking 

and cycling including improved, sympathetically designed signage to link up the 

network of footpaths and other green spaces and provision of secure cycle 

parking and e-bike charging facilities; improving routeway access for individual 

users through replacing stiles, better signage, maintenance of routeways and 

verges, as well as improving specific routes to key destinations (e.g. Chapel 

Down Vineyard, K&ESR, Biddenden Vineyard, and St Michael’s to Tenterden 

(see Figure 5).  

.   

• Improved recreational facilities including;  

Tenterden Recreation Ground - Refurbished Pavilion for the Bowls Club, 

improved children’s and adults’ play and exercise areas, a skate park with youth 

hub attached, tennis/netball courts, new footpath network. 

Homewood School playing fields, Appledore Road (Tenterden) – Improve the 

site to provide a full-sized senior and 4 junior football pitches, changing and 

club house facilities along with associated parking.  

Smallhythe Cricket Club – Improvements to the square and outfield need 

improvements and replacement pavilion roof. 
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Figure 5. Historic Roads, National Cycle Route 18, High Weald Landscape Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. SEA Screening Assessment  

 

7.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal 

legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law 

by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, 

or SEA Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the 

Government publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Directive‟ (ODPM 2005).  

 

7.2 To establish if a plan needs to be accompanied by a full SEA, a “screening” 

assessment is required against a series of criteria set out in the SEA Directive.  A 

Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive2 sets out in 

a diagrammatic form the process for screening the Plan against a series of criteria 

(Appendix 3).  

 

 

                                                            
2 ODPM September (2005) ‘Practical guidance on applying European Directive 2001/42/EC’   
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7.3 This screening assessment for SEA is set out in Tables 1 and 2 below, and follows 

the step by step process set out in the practical guidance (Appendix 3).  

Screening Assessment 

Table 1: Utilising the step-by-step guide in relation to the Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

Screening Stages  Answer  Reasons 

1. Is the PP subject to 
preparation and/or adoption by a 
national, regional or local 
authority OR prepared by an 
authority for adoption through a 
legislative procedure by 
Parliament or Government? (Art. 
2(a)) 

Yes 

The preparation of and adoption of 
the NP is allowed under The Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 as 
amended by the Localism Act 2011. 
 
The preparation of the NP is subject 
to the following regulations: The 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 and The 
Neighbourhood Planning 
(referendums) Regulations 2012. 
 
Once the plan is prepared, it will be 
subject to Examination and 
Referendum, if successful it will be 
adopted by Ashford Borough Council 
as the Local Planning Authority. 
 

2. Is the PP required by 
legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provisions? (Art. 
2(a)) 

Yes 

Whilst the provision of a 
Neighbourhood Plan is optional, it 
will form part of the Development 
Plan for the Ashford Borough. It is 
therefore important that the 
screening process considers 
whether it is likely to have significant 
environmental effects and hence 
whether SEA is required under the 
Directive. 
 
 

3. Is the PP prepared for 
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
energy, industry, transport, waste 
management, water 
management, 
telecommunications, tourism, 
town and country planning or 
land use, AND does it set a 
framework for future 
development consent of projects 

Yes 

The Neighbourhood plan is being 
prepared for town and country 
planning and land use. The NP will 
therefore set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in 
Annex II of the EIA Directive 
including Infrastructure projects 
10(b) Urban-development projects. 
 
 
 



Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment  

Screening Report for the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan 

19 
 

in Annexes I and II to the EIA 
Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) 

 
 
 

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely 
effect on sites, require an 
assessment under Article 6 or 7 
of the Habitats Directive? (Art. 
3.2(b)) 

No  

See HRA screening assessment at 
Part 5 

5. Does the PP determine the 
use of small areas at local level, 
OR is it a minor modification of a 
PP subject to Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

No 

N/A to Neighbourhood Planning 

6. Does the PP set the 
framework for future 
development consent of projects 
(not just projects in Annexes to 
the EIA Directive)? (Art. 3.4) 

Yes 

The NP is to be used for determining 
future planning applications. 

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to 
serve national defence or civil 
emergency, OR is it a financial or 
budget PP, OR is it co-financed 
by structural funds or EAGGF 
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? 
(Art. 3.8, 3.9) 

No 

N/A to Neighbourhood Planning 

8. Is it likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment? (Art. 
3.5)* 

No 

See SEA Screening Assessment in 
Table 2 which concludes that there 
will not be a significant effect on the 
environment as a result of the 
proposals in the Regulation 14 Draft 
NP. 

 

7.4 At this stage of Neighbourhood Plan preparation the draft vision and objectives 

and policy themes of the neighbourhood plan as outlined in Chapter 6 of this report 

have been used to undertake this screening assessment.  

 

7.5 If the information used to undertake this screening report is changed in a 

significant manner as the Neighbourhood Plan is redrafted, such as quantum or 

locations of development, then an additional screening exercise will be required.  

 

7.6 This part of the report is to deal specifically with Question 8 of the SEA Directive 

guidance (Table 1 above). The criteria for this assessment is taken from Article 

3.5 of the SEA Directive:  
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Table 2: Assessment of likelihood of significant environmental effect for 

Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan against Article 3.5 criteria 

SEA Requirement Assessment 

The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, 
to: 

 

The degree to which the 
plan or programme sets a 
framework for projects 
and other activities, either 
with regard to the 
location, nature, size and 
operating conditions or by 
allocating resources; 

 
The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 
Draft (NP) sits within the wider framework of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and 
Ashford Local Plan 2030 policies.  

Consequently the projects of this draft of the NP help 
to set a framework that is localised in nature. The NP 
proposes policies to protect and enhance the 
environment. Overall, the likelihood of significant 
effects on the environment is therefore minimised. 

Once the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is 
published, if it is changed in a significant manner, or 
any currently unidentified consequences or policy 
conflicts arise, a new SEA screening process may 
need to be undertaken to re-assess the conclusions as 
to whether a full SEA will be required.  

 

The degree to which the 
plan or programme 
influences other plans and 
programmes including 
those in a hierarchy; 

The NP must take into account the National Planning 
Policy Framework and the plan should be in general 
conformity with the Council’s adopted strategic Local 
Plan policies. Ashford Local Plan 2030 was adopted 
in February 2019 the NP is therefore required to be in 
general conformity with the policies in that Plan. A 
Neighbourhood Plan does not influence other plans.  
 

The relevance of the plan 
or programme for the 
integration of 
environmental 
considerations in 
particular with a view to 
promoting sustainable 
development; 

A NP is required to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. It is important to consider 
however that even ‘sustainable development’ may 
result in significant environmental effects.  
 
The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan contains a 
number of draft objectives, which seek to promote 
sustainable development, in particular in relation to 
protecting the quality of the High Weald Countryside. 
These objectives influence the plan’s proposed 
policies for protection of the distinctive character of 
the identified areas including; protection of green 
spaces, protection of distinctive landscape and built 
heritage village characteristic, key views and vistas, 
woodland and trees, dark skies, and setting out 
principles to guide development such as a policy 
which addresses climate change and its mitigation. In 



Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment  

Screening Report for the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan 

21 
 

this way, the NP has integrated environmental 
considerations with a view to promoting sustainable 
development. 
 

Environmental problems 
relevant to the plan or 
programme; 

The plan proposes to include policies covering 
environmental issues in relation to character areas, 
Local Green Spaces, locally valued views, and high 
quality design and policy encouraging proposals for the 
generation of renewable energy and energy efficiency. 
No specific environmental problems have been 
identified. The plan aims to protect and enhance 
environmental designations. The environmental impact 
of the proposals within the Neighbourhood Plan is likely 
to be minimal due to the scale of development 
proposed.  

The relevance of the plan 
or programme for the 
implementation of 
Community legislation on 
the environment (for 
example, plans and 
programmes linked to 
waste management or 
water protection). 

The NP has to be in conformity with the strategic 
policies of the adopted Local Plan and National Policy. 
The Local Plan has had regard to European 
Community legislation on the environment and 
therefore this legislation will not be relevant for the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having 
regard, in particular, to:  

 

The probability, duration, 
frequency and reversibility 
of the effects; 

The NP will contain a number of policies which seek 
to protect and enhance the environment and secure 
the retention and enhancement of local employment, 
services and facilities. The Neighbourhood Plan will 
therefore reduce the potential for likely significant 
negative environmental effects.  

The cumulative nature of 
the effects; 

The NP does not propose any development which is 
likely to result in any cumulative effects. The NP 
proposes policies which seek to further protect and 
enhance the environment and promote renewable 
energy and energy efficiency.  Ashford Borough 
Council Local Plan 2030 adopted Feb 2019 has been 
subject to full Sustainability Appraisal, which addresses 
cumulative matters in more detail. 

The transboundary nature 
of the effects; 

Tenterden borders the parishes of Rolvenden, 
Appledore, Wittersham, Stone-Cum-
Ebony,Woodchurch, Biddenden and High Halden 
within the Ashford Borough. There will be no adjoining 
effects on those parishes. 
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The risks to human health 
or the environment (for 
example, due to 
accidents); 

No risks to human health have been identified nor have 
risks to the environment. The policies within the Plan 
seek to protect and enhance the environment. 

The magnitude and 
spatial extent of the 
effects (geographical area 
and size of the population 
likely to be affected); 

The geographic area and population of the area the 
plan covers are relatively small. 

The value and 
vulnerability of the area 
likely to 

be affected due to ‐ 

(i) special natural 
characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 

(ii) exceeded 
environmental quality 
standards or limit values; 
or 

(iii) intensive land‐use; 
and 

The parish contains the following designations: 
Heritage (See Map 1 and 2, Appendix 1) and 
Environmental (See Map 1, Appendix 1)  

 
Heritage features include milestones, 
medieval paving, early fingerposts, WW2 landscape 

features, industrial remains, and relics of the railway 

 There is one Grade I listed building, the 
Church of St Mildred  

 Currently there are 196 Grade II listed buildings 
 

 There are 4 conservation areas in Tenterden: 
- Tenterden Town Conservation Area 
- St Michael’s Conservation Area 
- Reading Street Conservation Area 
- Smallhythe Conservation Area 

 

 There are Areas known to be of archaeological 
interest and areas with archaeological 
potential. 

 Areas of flood zone 3 and limited zone 2.  

 Ancient woodland and group TPOs 

 

The draft NP contains policies to protect and enhance 
the areas of the natural and historic environment 
identified above.  
 
There is a strong element of protection both the existing 
built and natural environment in the NP which are 
regarded as valuable assets. 
 
The NP proposes to designate 14 open spaces  
(Figure 2) in Tenterden whilst conserving and 
protecting existing green spaces within and around 
the town that are most valued by the community. 
 
Overall the Plan will seek to achieve sustainable 
development through the implementation of a number 
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of policies relating, in particular, to high quality design 
appropriate to distinctive local characteristics; 
protection and enhancement of heritage assets and 
their setting (including Buildings of Note); protection 
and distinctive landscape features and local green 
spaces, protection of footpaths, woodland and trees 
and policies to encourage the use of renewable energy 
and reduce light pollution. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan also offers an opportunity to 
enhance the Natural Environment and the Heritage of 
the area through the proposals and policies being 
considered. 
 
In addition, the neighbourhood plan area sits within 
the broader development plan for the borough, the 
Ashford Local Plan 2030 which was adopted in 
February 2019. 
 
The policies contained within the proposed Tenterden 
NP, alongside those within the borough council’s 
adopted plan will ensure that any development 
coming forward as windfall development would not 
have a significant negative environmental effect. 
 

 

SEA Screening Assessment Conclusion 

7.7 The NP does not allocate additional sites for development and contains policies 

which would require any development coming forward to protect and enhance the 

environment. The assessment finds that no significant negative effects will occur 

as a result of the Regulation 14 Draft Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan. It is 

therefore concluded that a full SEA is not required at this time. 

 

7.8 Once the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is published if it is changed in a 

significant manner, or any currently unidentified consequences or policy conflicts 

arise, a new SEA screening process may need to be undertaken to re-assess the 

conclusions on whether a full SEA will be required. 
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8. Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening 

 

8.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the appropriate 

assessment required for any plan or project to assess the potential implications 

for European wildlife sites. The HRA therefore looks at whether the 

implementation of the plan or project would harm the habitats or species for which 

European wildlife sites are designated. These include: 

• Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under the Birds Directive 

(79/409/EEC) 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC) 

8.2 In addition to SPAs and SACs Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar 

Convention (Iran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 1992). Although they are 

not covered by the Habitats Regulations, as a matter of national planning policy, 

Ramsar sites are treated in the same way as European wildlife sites. These 

European wildlife sites are often grouped and known as Natura 2000 sites.  

 

8.3 The first stage of the HRA process is a “screening” exercise where the details of 

nearby internationally designated sites are assessed to see if there is the potential 

for the implementation of the Plan to have an impact on the site.  

 

8.4 The following assessment will screen the potential impact of the proposals for the 

Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan on these sites within 20km of the Neighbourhood 

Area Boundary. 

 

8.5 The following Natura 2000 sites are located within 20km of the Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Area boundary (See Map 3 – Appendix 1). 

Table 3: International Designated Sites (within 20km) 

SACs SPA Ramsar  

     
 

Dungeness, Romney 
Marsh and Rye Bay 

Dungeness, Romney 
Marsh and Rye Bay 

 

8.6 Two designated Natura 2000 sites are identified in Table 3 as being within 20km 

of Tenterden. Both sites are more than 10km away from the NP Area. No direct 

impact would result from proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan and indirect 

impacts are unlikely. 

 

 



Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment  

Screening Report for the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan 

25 
 

 

 

8.7 An Appropriate Assessment Screening was carried out for the Ashford Local Plan 

2030, and concluded that no significant effect is likely upon the Natura 2000 sites, 

and therefore there was no requirement to carry out an Appropriate 

Assessment/Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Local Plan. The Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Plan does not propose to allocate any additional sites to those 

that have already been considered within the screening assessment for the 

Ashford Local Plan 2030.  

 

Stodmarsh 

 

8.8 In July 2020 Natural England published advice pertaining to the Stodmarsh Lakes 

complex, the river Stour catchment and the potential for environmental 

degradation resulting from development within the catchment of the river Stour. 

The Tenterden NP area does not fall within the catchment of the river Stour (see 

Appendix 1 Map 5). In addition, the waste water treatment plant at Tenterden does 

not discharge into the Stour catchment. The Neighbourhood Area is therefore not 

subject to the current advice of Natural England. 

 

HRA Screening Assessment Conclusion 

8.9 The Tenterden NP does not allocate any additional sites for development or 

include any proposals that would be likely to adversely affect the integrity of the 

internationally designated sites, alone or in combination with other projects and 

plans. It is therefore considered that a full HRA/AA of the Tenterden 

Neighbourhood Plan is not required.   
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Appendix 1: Maps 

 

Map 1: Heritage and Environmental Designations – Tenterden 
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Map 2 – Conservation Area and Listed Buildings. 

1. Tenterden Town 

 

2. St Michael’s Conservation Area  
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3. Reading Street Conservation Area 

 

 

4. Smallhythe Conservation Area 
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Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment  

Screening Report for the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan 

30 
 

 

Map 3 : International Designations (HRA) Location of Tenterden and internationally designated sites within 20km 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.magic.gov.uk/Magicmap 

 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/Magicmap
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Map 4 – Illustrating location and extent of Flooding Risk 

Not assessed as a Significant issues in the Parish of Tenterden, mainly Level 3 limited Level 2. 

  

                                                      Floodzone 2               Floodzone 3 
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Map 5: River Stour catchment (extract) Low Resolution 
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Appendix 2: Response from Statutory Consultees 

Responses from Statutory Consultees on the contents of this screening report.  

 

HISTORIC ENGLAND: email received 21.5.2021 

 

 

 

Dear Catherine 

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the Screening Statement for Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

Historic England’s remit is for the historic environment, including advising on the conservation of heritage assets. 

We will only assess the potential need for SEA for reasons within our remit and silence on other matters should 

not be treated as agreement or consent. 

I am happy to confirm that we agree that the plan appears to be unlikely to have potential for likely significant 

environmental effects within areas of interest to Historic England and, as such, we do not consider that it merits 

the completion of a strategic environmental assessment. 

Where a neighbourhood plan has potential to effect the outcomes of a site allocation or other policy assessed 

within an SEA of a local plan, for example by providing additional design parameters or requirements for mitigation 

through fieldwork and design, we request that this is highlighted in the monitoring report for that local plan SEA to 

be completed in conformance with Regulation 17 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004.  

We note in Table 2 that some of the comments seem to assume that the plan will meet the basic conditions, which 

reduce the potential for likely significant environmental effects. We suggest that this should not be taken into 

consideration at the screening stage as an important function of the SEA process is to identify areas where the 

plan may have unintended consequences resulting in environmental effects, such as conflict between policies or 

where they could affect the implementation of policies in other documents, such as the local plan. SEA is an 

important means of identifying appropriate mitigation measures for negative effects (and to ensure beneficial 

effects are secured) and may be used by the examiner to determine whether it has been successful in meeting the 

basic condition to promote sustainable development. Similarly, whilst the draft neighbourhood plan may contains 

numerous policies designed to protected the environment, this does not mean that other policies might have likely 

significant environmental effects. It is also important to consider that even ‘sustainable development’ may result in 

significant environmental effects. We recommend reviewing the screening report to ensure this is clear. 

Nevertheless this does not affect our view that the plan does not merit SEA. 

We hope these comments are of assistance but would be pleased to answer any queries that may arise from them. 

Yours sincerely 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275362792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FrTOV3NUQ9rXxbLPSSMxee4i8HixPNZFjvYlcvAZni8%3D&reserved=0
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Rob Lloyd-Sweet 

 

Rob Lloyd-Sweet | Historic Places Adviser | South East England | Historic England 

Cannon Bridge House | 25 Dowgate Hill | London | EC4R 2YA 

Mobile: 07825 907288 

Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at 
historicengland.org.uk/strategy. 
Follow us:  Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram     Sign up to our newsletter      

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England unless specifically stated. If 

you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way 

nor act in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. We respect your privacy and the use of your information. 

Please read our full privacy policy for more information. 

 

 
  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhistoricengland.org.uk%2Fstrategy&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275362792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6KczkVLJO5EkWuOYt%2FY9GFq46X45arMO1AC1DSrg4kc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoricEngland&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275372751%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jT7QkNrpPYPG4qtCDNjLCaHkCvyCeLBrTQlUCXyuLmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FHistoricEngland&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275372751%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YQ4q1qEBGzk5TSY6UPV1WdWhklktgJ7yx%2BHT9TjDK5A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistoricengland%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275372751%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AO7vE0afwwj7bmXQvnZ1gZPPzsoutfbtsL9Cs3qADP0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebmail.historicenglandservices.org.uk%2Fk%2FHistoric-England%2Fhistoric_england_preference_centre&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275382701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m9FOBhnfsmXVeXryBdur%2FFAfFuGWVIhYYLMgrc4Lk9s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2Fterms%2Fprivacy-cookies%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Hughes%40ashford.gov.uk%7Cbfd837ca18f94ce3ad2408d91c7061f7%7C66a338a5cfb74d1e9354d346e02c3a75%7C0%7C0%7C637572091275382701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ImbgIdsnbGAnjVW%2Bxuq%2BB38fYZ0qK%2BqDrh%2FPZXp96nI%3D&reserved=0
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NATURAL ENGLAND :  email received 12.5.2021 

 

Date:  12 May 2021  

Our ref:  352333  

Your ref: Tenterden NP - SEA/HRA  

  

 Catherine Hughes  

Ashford Borough Council   

  

BY EMAIL ONLY  

Catherine.Hughes@ashford.gov.uk                                                                                     Hornbeam House  
                                                                                                                                                                     Crewe Business Park  
                                                                                                                                                                                    Electra Way  
                                                                                                                                                                                            Crewe  
                                                                                                                                                                                        Cheshire  
                                                                                                                                                                                       CW1 6GJ  

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                     T  0300 060 3900  

Dear Ms Hughes,  

  

Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan – SEA and HRA Screening  

  

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 23 April 2021 which was received by Natural England 

on the same date.  

  

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 

environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 

thereby contributing to sustainable development.    

  

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment   

  

It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our strategic 

environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes and protected 

species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects 

from the proposed plan.   

  

Neighbourhood Plan  

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of  

Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning 

Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA, for 

instance where:  

  

• a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development  

• the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected 

by the proposals in the plan  

• the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already 

been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.  

   

mailto:Catherine.Hughes@ashford.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
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We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view the 

proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural England 

has a statutory duty to protect.    

  

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the 

policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should 

provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species are 

likely to be affected.  

  

  

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all 

potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues 

that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local 

wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local record 

centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that may be 

affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.  

  

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental 

assessment of the plan  beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek our 

views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against any 

screening decision you may make.  

  

Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening   

Natural England welcomes the consideration given to the Habitats Regulations.   

  

Natural England notes the screening process applied to this Neighbourhood plan. We agree with the 

conclusion of the report that the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan would not be likely to result in a 

significant effect upon the named European designated sites:  

   

• Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Special Protection Area (SPA)  

• Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar Site  

  

Natural England therefore advise that further Habitats Regulations Assessment is not required.  

  

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your 

correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.  

  

  

Yours sincerely  

  

  

Victoria Kirkham  

Consultations Team 
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ENVIRONMENT AGENCY : email received 26 April 2021 
 
From: KSLPlanning <KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk>  
Sent: 26 April 2021 09:54 
To: Catherine Hughes <Catherine.Hughes@ashford.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: SEA HRA Screening Report for Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Morning Catherine 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above. 
 
We no longer comment on SEA Screening reports. As such we have no comments to make. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Jennifer Wilson 
Planning Specialist 
Sustainable Places – Kent and South London  
 
kslplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 

 
  

mailto:KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Catherine.Hughes@ashford.gov.uk
mailto:kslplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://bit.ly/2EytseV
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Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: 

information, issues and opportunities 
 

Natural environment information sources 
 

The Magic1 website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data 
for your plan area.  The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land 
Classification, Ancient Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature 
Reserves, National Parks (England), National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of 
way (on the Ordnance Survey base map) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their 
impact risk zones). 
 

Local environmental record centres may hold a range of additional information on the natural 

environment. A list of local record centres is available here2. 

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the 

list of them can be found here3. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites.  Your local planning 
authority should be able to supply you with the locations of Local Wildlife Sites. 

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each 
character area is defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and 
cultural and economic activity. NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of 
environmental opportunity, which may be useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA 

information can be found here4. 

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a 
tool to help understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify 
the features that give it a sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the 
area. Your local planning authority should be able to help you access these if you can’t find 
them online. 

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for 
the area will set out useful information about the protected landscape. You can access the 
plans on from the relevant National Park Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
website. 

 
Natural environment issues to consider 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework7 sets out national planning policy on protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance8 sets out supporting 
guidance. 

 

Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential 

impacts of your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental 

assessments. 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/807247/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/
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General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available 

(under ’landscape’) on the Magic5 website and also from the LandIS website6, which contains 
more information about obtaining soil data. 

Landscape 

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued 
landscapes. You may want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or 
characteristics such as ponds, woodland or dry stone walls and think about how any new 
development proposals can respect and enhance local landscape character and 
distinctiveness. 

If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry 
out a landscape assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose 
the most appropriate sites for development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of 
development on the landscape through careful siting, design and landscaping. 

Wildlife habitats 

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats 
(listed here9), such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland10. If there are 
likely to be any adverse impacts you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, 
mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for. 

Priority and protected species 

You’ll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here11) 
or protected species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here12 to help 
understand the impact of particular developments on protected species. 

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land 

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a 
growing medium for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of 
biodiversity and a buffer against pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek 
to use areas of poorer quality agricultural land in preference to that of a higher quality in line 
with National Planning Policy Framework para 171. For more information, see our publication 
Agricultural Land Classification: protecting the best and most versatile agricultural land13. 

 

Improving your natural environment 
 

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment. If you 
are setting out policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you may wish 
to consider identifying what environmental features you want to be retained or enhanced or 
new features you would like to see created as part of any new development. Examples might 
include: 

 Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way. 
 Restoring a neglected hedgerow. 

 Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site. 

 Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local 
landscape. 

 Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds. 

 Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings. 
 Think about how lighting can be best managed to encourage wildlife. 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
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 Adding a green roof to new buildings. 
 

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by: 

 Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green 
Infrastructure Strategy (if one exists) in your community. 

 Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any 
deficiencies or enhance provision. 

 Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space 
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance on this 14). 

 Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower 
strips in less used parts of parks, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency). 

 Planting additional street trees. 

 Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back 
hedges, improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network 
to create missing links. 

 Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor 
condition, or clearing away an eyesore). 

 

1 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 

2 http://w w w.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php 

3http://w ebarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/w w w .naturalengland.org.uk/ourw ork/conservation/biodiversi 

ty/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx 

4 https://w ww.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision- making 

5 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 

6 http://w w w.landis.org.uk/index.cfm 

7 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf  

8 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment 

9
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/926056/England_biodiversity_indic

ators_2020_REVISED.pdf_ 

10 https://w ww.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-w oodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences 

11http://w ebarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/w w w .naturalengland.org.uk/ourw ork/conservation/biodivers 

ity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx 

12 https://w ww.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how -to-review -planning-proposals 

13 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012 

14            
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of- w ay-

and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversi
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjN6_Sr9vDvAhXdh_0HHYYQDUsQFjAAegQIAhAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpublications.naturalengland.org.uk%2Ffile%2F5638224741400576&usg=AOvVaw1enVJaIHGqX9OR6TQ_Wpg_
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjN6_Sr9vDvAhXdh_0HHYYQDUsQFjAAegQIAhAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpublications.naturalengland.org.uk%2Ffile%2F5638224741400576&usg=AOvVaw1enVJaIHGqX9OR6TQ_Wpg_
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodivers
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
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Extracts from ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Directive’  
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Criteria for determining likely significance of effects on the environment (from Article 3.5 of the 

SEA Directive) 

 

 


