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Chair’s Foreword
Those of us who volunteered in 2018 to join a Steering
Group to help Tenterden produce a Neighbourhood
Plan, did so because we felt great affection for the
area in which we live and were concerned for its future.
Whether born here or one of the many who have
chosen to live here, it is clear from our subsequent
community consultations and surveys that many
residents value the town’s unique mix of qualities. It is
the local community’s views and aspirations which
have driven the creation of the Neighbourhood Plan
providing a firm basis for the plan as proposed.
Several factors confirmed the need to get this
plan completed swiftly, including the implications
of changes to planning policy and the threat of
unsustainable development, leading to the erosion of
our rich, biodiverse local green spaces so critical to the
health and wellbeing of our community.
I wish to personally thank everyone involved in
the generation of this document; in particular the
dedication of the local volunteers and the skilled and
determined efforts of the Steering Committee team for
the benefit of the generations to come.
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Section 1:Introduction

Map 1 - Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan Area

The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan is a new type of
planning document produced in the Parish. It is part of
the Government’s approach to planning which aims to
give local people more say about what goes on in their
area. This is set out in the Localism Act that came into
force in April 2012.
If passed at a local referendum, the Neighbourhood
Plan will be adopted by Ashford Borough Council as the
plan which must be used in law to determine planning
applications in Tenterden Parish. It will become part of
the Development Plan alongside the Borough Council’s
Local Plan.
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The Plan therefore provides the local community with a
powerful tool to guide the long term future of the Parish
for the period 2013 - 2030. The Plan contains a vision
for the future of Tenterden Parish and sets out clear
planning policies to realise this vision.
In order to develop the Neighbourhood Plan, Tenterden
Town Council set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Committee which comprises 3 Town Councillors
supported by a number of local volunteers1.
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Some of the Neighbourhood Plan policies are general
and apply throughout the Plan area, whilst others are
site or area specific and apply only to the relevant
areas illustrated on the associated Map. Nevertheless,
in considering proposals for development, the Town
and Borough Councils will apply all relevant policies
of the Plan. It is therefore assumed that the Plan will be
read as a whole and cross-referencing between Plan
policies has been minimised.
The Plan should also be read in conjunction with the
National Planning Policy Framework, 2019 (NPPF),
Ashford Borough Council’s Local Plan, 2030 and the
Neighbourhood Plan evidence documents.
Which Area Does the Neighbourhood Plan Cover?

Details of engagement and consultation will be given
in the Consultation Statement in accordance with the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.
The Neighbourhood Plan process is set out in Figure
1 below with the opportunities for local involvement
highlighted in dark green.
This Regulation 14 consultation in particular aims to
engage the local community in reviewing the draft
plan and the proposals for the future of the Parish.
This involves an online questionnaire (or paper
questionnaire, and (add proposed engagement
opportunities) where residents are able to comment
on the draft Plan. Details of the different ways you can
participate can be found here.

The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan relates to the
designated area covered by Tenterden Town Council.
The neighbourhood plan designation was approved by
Ashford Borough Council on 12 March 2019. The area
to which the Plan applies is shown on the Tenterden
Neighbourhood Plan Designation Map (Map 1).
Involvement in the Neighbourhood Plan Process
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee on
behalf of Tenterden Town Council has followed the
necessary legal steps to create the Plan. Importantly
the team has ensured engagement with the people
of both Tenterden Parish and others with an interest in
the area.

1
Members of the Neighbourhood Steering Committee are listed here:
• Cllr Jean Curteis
• Cllr John Crawford
• Cllr Kate Walder
• Siggi Nepp
• Helen Whitehead
• Irene Dibben
• Stephen Sidebottom
• Sue Quinton
• Graham Smith
• Joseph Franklin

12 March 2019

Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan designation

3 April; 7,8,11,15 May, 24 October
and 2 November 2019

Pre-Launch Workshop; 4 Launch Events;
Community Vision and Objective Setting Event and Public Exhibition

November 2019 - March 2021

Data and evidence collection, interpretation and drafting of
Neighbourhood Plan

June/July 2021

Draft Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan consultation - testing proposals for
the future of Tenterden Parish (current stage)

Summer - Autumn 2021

Review consultation, further evidence gathering, Plan amendment
and finalisation

Winter 2021/2

Draft Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan submission and consultation
for 6 weeks

Spring 2022

Examination - An Independent Examiner will test the Plan

Summer 2022

Referendum

Summer 2022

Adoption - Plan given full weight by Ashford Borough Council to determine
planning applications if approved at referendum

Figure 1 – Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan Process
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How the Neighbourhood Plan fits into the
planning system

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat
Regulations Assessment

Although the Government’s intention is for local
people to decide what goes on in their area, all
Neighbourhood Plans must be in line with higher
level planning policy. That is, within the constraints
imposed by national guidance and local policy,
neighbourhoods should develop a shared vision
for their area and develop plans that support the
strategic development needs set out in Local Plans.
Neighbourhood Plans should not promote less
development than set out in the strategic policies for
the area, or undermine those strategic policies.

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required
under European legislation for all plans which may
have a significant effect on the environment. To
determine whether the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan
requires an SEA it is necessary to screen the proposals
in the plan to determine whether it is likely to result in
significant environmental effects.

Neighbourhood Plans must comply with regulations
on strategic environmental assessments and habitats,
take account of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), and they must generally conform
with the strategic policies in the adopted Ashford Local
Plan, 2030.
Nevertheless, if passed at a local referendum, the
Neighbourhood Plan will be adopted by Ashford
Borough Council as the plan which must be used to
determine planning applications in Tenterden Parish.
What is in the Neighbourhood Plan?
The Plan is for Tenterden Parish as a whole and looks at
a wide range of issues, including:
• the intrinsic character and beauty of the surrounding

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

countryside, especially the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
designated and non-designated heritage assets
such as the four Conservation Areas and the large
numbers of listed buildings
the important green infrastructure within and beyond
the town
achieving high quality development which fits well
within the local context
wildlife and habitats and the issue of seeking net
biodiversity gains from development
accommodating strategic housing sites allocated in
the Local Plan
local businesses in Tenterden town centre as well as
the rural economy
leisure facilities and other local infrastructure
routeways and sustainable transport

Ashford Borough Council is legally required to
determine whether a neighbourhood plan will
require an SEA. As part of this screening process it
is necessary to consult the SEA consultation bodies
(Historic England, Natural England and the Environment
Agency) to get their opinion on whether or not the plan
is likely to result in significant environmental effects and
therefore whether an SEA is required.
The Screening Report for the Neighbourhood Plan finds
no significant negative effects will occur as a result
of the Plan and it is concluded that a full SEA is not
required at this time.
The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to
the appropriate assessment required for any plan to
assess the potential implications for European wildlife
sites. The first stage of the HRA process is a screening
exercise undertaken by Ashford Borough Council
where the details of nearby internationally designated
sites are examined to assess whether there is the
potential for the implementation of the Plan to have
an impact on the sites. Following such an assessment,
it is considered that the Tenterden Neighbourhood
Plan proposals will not adversely affect the integrity
of the internationally designated sites, alone or in
combination with other projects and plans. It is
therefore considered that a full HRA of the Tenterden
Neighbourhood Plan is not required.

What period does the Neighbourhood Plan cover?
The Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan covers the Plan
period from 2013 – 2030 to coincide with the period for
the Ashford Local Plan, 2030.
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How this Plan is organised
The Plan is divided into the following sections:

Section 2: Tenterden Today
A brief description of the Parish today and the key
issues that have influenced the Plan

Section 3: The Vision
for Tenterden Parish
A long term vision for the Parish up to 2030

Section 4: Tenterden
Neighbourhood Plan
Strategy
The broad planning approach for the Parish and how
this conforms with higher level planning policy

Section 5: Neighbourhood
Plan Policies
Sets out policies to support the overall vision, including
site specific allocations for new development. Policies
are arranged in the following themes:
•
•
•
•

Environment
Housing
Local Economy
Leisure, Health and Wellbeing
and Infrastructure

Section 6: Monitoring
and Review
Which explains how the Neighbourhood Plan will be
monitored and the circumstances which may lead to
a review of the plan.
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