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Introduction 

The NPPF stresses the need to ensure 
effective planning for open spaces, sport 
and recreation provision based on robust 
assessments of the existing and future 
needs of communities and the retention 
of accessible open space. 

Ashford Local Plan Policy COM2 - 
Recreation, Sport, Play and Open Spaces 
seeks the retention of existing open 
space, sports and recreational buildings 
and land unless certain criteria are met.

This study seeks to identify the sites which 
are important for the provision of sport 
and recreation in Tenterden Parish. 
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Methodology 

There is strong support for, and local 
participation in, the local sports clubs. 
The Town Council owns/is responsible 
for running the recreation grounds in the 
Parish and is consequently aware 
of their usage and condition. In addition, 
Homewood School allows access to 
outdoor sports pitches whilst cricket 
pitches are provided by private clubs 
at two grounds. 

Ashford Borough Council Playing Pitch 
Strategy 2017- 2030, May 2017 assesses 
existing sports pitch provision and future 
needs and states that the following sites 
need to be protected as playing field 
sites in the Local Plan.

• Tenterden Recreation Ground 
• Homewood School Tenterden 

(School Site) 
• Homewood School (Appledore Road 

Playing Fields) 
• Tenterden Cricket Club 
• Smallhythe Cricket Club 

In addition, St Michael’s Recreation 
Ground provides a children’s playground 
and a skate ramp for use by young 
people living in this part of the town as 
well as a grassed area for informal play.

These sites are required to satisfy existing 
and future demands for sports pitches 
in the Parish during the Plan period. It is 
important for the health and wellbeing 
of the local community that that these 
well used sport and recreation open 
spaces are protected and the Town 
Council supports their retention. Only the 
Tenterden and St Michaels Recreation 
Grounds are specifically shown on the 
Policies Map of the Ashford Local Plan. 
However, all of the above sites identified 
for protection in the Playing Pitch 
Strategy are included for retention in the 
Neighbourhood Plan.
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Sport and Recreation Open Spaces 

The table below sets out the current use of the sites where the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to retain recreation provision. 

Name Map reference Description

St Michael’s Recreation Ground OS 1 Well used recreation ground which provides informal recreation open 
space and includes a children’s playground and a skate ramp. 

Tenterden Recreation Ground OS 2 Very well-used public space which provides a full-sized football 
pitch, two hard-surface tennis courts and a children’s playground. 
The privately run Tenterden Bowls Club is located within an enclosed 
section of the Rec and provides one green.

Smallhythe Cricket Club pitch, 
Smallhythe Road

OS 3 The ground provides one cricket square. SCC is a small club based at 
the Pickhill pitch on Smallhythe Road. Well-used during cricket season.

Tenterden Cricket Club pitch, 
Smallhythe Road

OS 4 The ground provides one cricket square. TCC has members of all ages 
and runs a number of junior and senior teams. The pitch is well-used 
during cricket season. PRoW AB35 runs along one side.

Homewood School Tenterden 
(School Site)

OS 5 3G rubber crumb full size football pitch with floodlights which is used 
by local teams outside school hours

Appendix 1 includes a map showing each of the above sites.
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Future Enhancements 

New allocated or windfall housing 
development will generate additional 
pressure on existing sport and 
recreation open space. 

Ashford Local Plan Policy COM2 - 
Recreation, Sport, Play and Open Spaces 
states that development proposals shall 
meet the need it generates, through the 
delivery of either new facilities or through 
the enhancement of existing facilities 
that improves their quality, availability 
and/or accessibility. In the case of 
outdoor playing pitches new provision 
in Tenterden is expected to be delivered 
through off-site financial contributions 
secured via Section 106 Agreements 
towards maintaining, enhancing and 
potentially expanding existing facilities 
at Tenterden.

For the provision of outdoor playing 
pitch proposals Policy COM2 expects the 
use of the Sports England Calculator to 
ascertain the level and type of provision 
needed. A more detailed assessment will 
then be required in order to take account 
of the outcomes of the Council’s Playing 
Pitch Strategy so that provision can be 
appropriately altered or refined to take 
account of local circumstances.

The Ashford Borough Playing Pitch 
Strategy 2017 identifies necessary 
enhancements to playing pitch provision 
in the Parish over the Plan period. Since 
the Strategy was approved the provision 
of a 3G rubber crumb full size football 
pitch with floodlights has been installed 
at Homewood School with Tenterden 
Town Council’s financial support, 
including a three season agreement 
to subsidise local teams to use this 
pitch. A programme of improvements to 
Tenterden Recreation Ground (outlined 
below) is also proposed. Under Local Plan 
Policy COM2, the loss of a senior grass 
football pitch at the Recreation Ground 
should be replaced by equivalent or 
better provision in terms of quantity and 
quality in a suitable location. In addition, 
the Ashford Playing Pitch Strategy 
identified a need to provide further junior 
grass pitches at the Homewood School 
(Appledore Road site). 

The site of the former football and 
cricket pitch serving Homewood 
School on Appledore Road is proposed 
as a suitable replacement pitch for 
community football clubs and junior 
football teams and is allocated in the 
Neighbourhood Plan for sports and 
recreation provision. The Appledore 
Road site is shown in Appendix 2. The flat 

site will accommodate a single senior 
football pitch, a junior 9-a-side pitch 
and mini soccer pitches (see Appendix 
3) (The site is close to the town and 
is a suitable use outside the Built Up 
confines). New changing and club house 
facilities along with associated parking 
will be required. In summary, the following 
enhancements are supported by the 
Town Council: 

• Tenterden Recreation Ground - 
Refurbished Pavilion for the Bowls Club, 
improved children’s and adults’ play 
and exercise areas, a skate park with 
youth hub attached, tennis/netball 
courts, new footpath network.

• Homewood School playing fields, 
Appledore Road (Tenterden) – Improve 
the site to provide a full-sized senior 
and 2(+) junior football pitches, 
changing and club house facilities 
along with associated parking.

• Smallhythe Cricket Club – The square 
and outfield need improvements and 
the pavilion requires a new roof.

Any housing development permitted 
will be expected to contribute towards 
this enhanced provision identified 
in the Playing Pitch Strategy and the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Contributions 
should also include arrangements for 
maintenance of the open space.
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Appendix 1 

Recreation Areas
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Appendix 2 

Sports and Recreation Site Allocation, Appledore Road
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Appendix 3 

Feasibility Study of Sports Pitch Layout 
at Appledore Road

This layout is for illustrative purposes 
only.  The final layout would take due 
consideration of environmental factors.
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Contact Details:

Town Clerk 
Town Hall 
24 High St 
Tenterden 
TN30 6AN

T 01580 762271

www.tenterdenneighbourhoodplan.org


